
St. Columba’s N.S. Iona Road. 

21st  August 2020 

 

Dear Parent / Guardian, Staff Member, 

The BoM and the School Leadership Team have been working to ensure a safe return to school for 

all pupils and staff on 31st August.   We are currently working on upgrading our procedures and 

routines within the school to ensure that there is as much Physical Distancing as is possible in our 

building. We will apply physical distancing in a practical and sensible way, recognising that the 

learning environment cannot be dominated by a potentially counterproductive focus on this issue. 

Physical Distancing will be achieved in two ways: - 

Increasing Separation.  This will be achieved by re-configuring the classrooms to maximise physical 

distancing. Each class will be referred to as a bubble and we will ensure that there is as little contact 

as possible between children in different bubbles.  Within the bubbles, children from Junior Infants 

to 2nd class will be organised into pods.  A pod is a group of children (normally 6) who will sit 

together in a group and who will stay in their pod while in the bubble, or classroom. These children 

need to remain in the same pod until the Hallowe’en break. Children from 3rd to 6th will not sit in 

pods, instead  where possible they will sit a metre apart from each other. 

Decreasing Interaction. This will be achieved by decreasing the potential for children from different 

bubbles to interact.  There will be marked routes for various bubbles to enter and exit the school 

and to access their classrooms.  Bubbles will have different mid-morning and lunch-time access to 

the playground.  Classes will be taken to the toilets at given times so that bubbles will not mix. We 

will make these routines enjoyable activities for the children, emphasising safety at all times. 

RE: Drop-off and Collection Routines 

We would ask all parents to familiarise themselves with the following drop-off and collection 

routines for the safe delivery and collection of pupils from school.  Please be patient as we 

endeavour to embed these necessary precautionary and protective practices at the beginning of the 

school year. 

 

It is imperative that  

● adults do not come within 2m of each other or other children 

● parents do not try to have meetings with members of staff in the yard at drop-off and 

collection times – meetings between parents and teachers can only take place by prior 

arrangement. (This may have to be more restrictive depending on guidance - it is quite 

possible that the recommendation will be for remote meetings/telephonic 

communications.) 

● all parents adhere to the drop-off and collection plans as outlined below 

Drop-off Plan:   We have now finalised our plans for drop-off and collection of the children every 

day.    

Junior Infants, Senior Infants and 1st class 8:30am start 

● Ms Nolan’s class will line up at the entrance to the Infant section, near the prefab. 

● Ms Collins’s class will line up at the entrance to the Infant section, near the prefab. 

● Ms Mc Gee’s class will line up at the entrance to the Infant section, near the prefab. 



● Ms O’ Riordan’s class will line up at the entrance to the Infant section,  near the prefab. 

● Ms Murphy’s class will line up in the front yard opposite the side door. 

● Ms Mc Hugh’s class will line up in the front yard opposite the side door. 

The Principal or a member of Senior Management will be there to supervise the pupils. 

2nd, 3rd and 4th class 8:40am start 

● Ms Moroney’s class will line up in the front yard opposite the side door. 

● Mr Flanagan’s class will line up in the front yard opposite the side door. 

● Ms Gildea’s class will line up in the back yard   at the entrance to the hall. 

● Ms Melvin’s class will line up in the back yard at the entrance to the hall 

● Ms Byrne’s class will line up at the entrance to the Infant section, near the pre fab. 

All classes from 3rd to 6th need to socially distance while lining up. With this in mind we ask 

parents to drop off their children as near to their start time as possible.  

The Principal or a member of Senior Management will be there to supervise the pupils. 

5th and 6th class pupils 8:50 am start 

● Mr Desmond’s class will line up in the front yard opposite the side door. 

● Ms Barrett’s class will line up in the front yard opposite the side door. 

● Ms Gallagher’s class will line up in the back yard opposite the first door. 

● Ms Cheasty’s class will line up the back yard in front of the grass. 

The Principal or a member of Senior Management will be there to supervise the pupils. 

Collection Plan 

Junior Infants and Senior Infants 1:10pm collection 

Teachers will escort their classes to the morning lines and parents will wait at a social distance  in the 

Church grounds. Teachers will dismiss their classes and pupils will walk to their parents or guardian. 

Pupils will wait with their teacher until they are collected. 

1st class pupils 2:10pm collection 

Teachers will escort their classes to the side gate and parents will wait in the area in front of this 

entrance. Teachers will dismiss their classes and pupils will walk to their parents or guardian. Pupils 

will wait with their teacher until they are collected. 

2nd, 3rd and 4th class pupils 2:20pm collection 

Ms Moroney, Mr Flanagan and Ms Byrne  will escort their classes to the side gate and parents will 

wait in the Church Grounds at a social distance. Teachers will dismiss their classes and pupils will 

walk to their parents or guardian. Pupils will wait with their teacher until they are collected. 

Ms Melvin and Ms Gildea will escort their classes to the main gate and parents will wait in the area 

in front of this entrance. Teachers will dismiss their classes and pupils will walk to their parents or 

guardian. Pupils will wait with their teacher until they are collected. 

5th and 6th class 2:30 pm collection 

Mr Desmond and Ms Barrett will escort their classes to the main gate.  Teachers will dismiss their 

classes and pupils will walk  home or meet  their parents or guardian at a prearranged location. 



Ms Gallagher and Ms Cheasty will escort their classes to the side gate near the Church.  Teachers will 

dismiss their classes and pupils will walk  home or meet  their parents or guardian at a prearranged 

location.  

We at St. Columba’s appreciate your support as we try to safely reopen the school building. If at all 

possible we request you not to come onto the school grounds or into the school building unless it is 

essential. We appreciate that dropping off the Junior & Senior Infant pupils to their line  is essential, 

but for the older pupils a drop off at the school gate is desirable. Working together we hope to be 

able to progress the reopening in as safe a manner as possible for all. 

Our aim remains to re-open the school in an orderly safe manner, while reassuring the children and 

making them feel comfortable, safe and relaxed with their friends in the new school environment.  

This will be achieved by all of us working towards this common goal. 

 

 

Kind regards, 

     

 

Frank O Connell                                                                                            Eileen Whelan 

                                                                                                               

Chairperson, Board of Management                       Principal 

 

 

 


